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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 



VOL. 29. AUGUST 7, 1914. No. 32. 

PLAGUE IN NEW ORLEANS. 

Since the Public Health Reports of last week went to press there 
have been reported in New Orleans one case of plague in man and 
eleven in rodents. 

The human case was as follows: 

Case 14, H. C, male, aged 22 years, car cleaner, residence 2136 Eighth Street, 
employed at the Louisville & Nashville shops, Girod and Front Streets, sickened 
July 29, femoraFbubo. 

In view of the fact that the patient in human case No. 14 was 
employed at cleaning passenger cars and in all probability received 
his infection at the Louisville & Nashville yards, Girod and Front 
Streets, car cleaning at this point has been discontinued, and in the 
future will be done at Gentilly Road, which is about 5 miles from 
any known focus of infection. 

The rodent cases were discovered at the following times and places: 

Rodent case 22, rat captured at the Louisville & Nashville roundhouse, Julia 
Street and river front, July 24. 

Rodent case 23, rat captured at 840 Burgundy Street, between Dumaine and Saint 
Ann Streets, July 24. 

Rodent case 24, rat captured at 427 Dryades Street, between Poydras and Perdido 
Streets, July 24. 

Rodent case 25, rat captured July 27 at Toulouse Street shed. 

Rodent case 26, rat captured July 29 at 2846 Dryades Street, between Washington 
and Sixth Streets. 

Rodent case 27, rat captured July 28 at French Market on Decatur Street, between 
Dumaine and St. Ann Streets. 

Rodent case 28, rat captured August 1 at 918 Toulouse Street. 

Rodent case 29, rat captured August 1 at 536 Madison Street. 

Rodent case 30, rat captured July 22 at Girod Street landing. 

Rodent case 31, rat captured July 31 at Harmony Street wharf. 

Rodent case 32, rat captured August 4 at 918 Toulouse Street. 

Antiplague Ordinances. 

On July 25 the board of health of the city of New Orleans, on the 
recommendation of the United States Public Health Service, adopted 
four ordinances having for their purpose the prevention of the spread 
of plague in the city and its eradication from infected foci. A copy 
of these ordinances will be found under "Sanitary Legislation," 
pages 2091-2098. 
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KEEPING OP FOWLS AND SMALL ANIMALS. 



One ordinance relates to the keeping of fowls, such as chickens, 
turkeys, geese, ducks, doves, parrots, pet birds, etc., and small ani- 
mals, such as rabbits, guinea pigs, monkeys, squirrels, etc. This 
ordinance provides that such fowls and animals shall be kept for 
sale only in rat proof buildings and shall be confined in cages which 
are rendered rat proof by having metal bottoms and being covered 
with one-half inch mesh, or finer, wire netting and in addition being 
elevated 2 feet from the floor or ground. 

Such animals kept otherwise than for sale in sections of the city 
described in the ordinance are required to be kept in portable rat- 
proof cages similar to the above. 

The effect of this ordinance is to keep rats away from the feed 
given to or left by these animals, and by this means to remove one 
of the usual sources of food supply of rats and mice. It also pro- 
tects pet animals from infected fleas. 

This ordinance becomes effective August 15, 1914. 



VESSELS AND FREIGHT. 



One ordinance relates to the position of vessels and water craft of 
all descriptions at docks and wharves and their manner of loading and 
unloading. It requires that no water craft of any kind shall lie 
alongside of any wharf or dock, but that it must be fended off from 
the dock or wharf so that no part of it is nearer than 8 feet. 

All hawsers, chains, or lines of any kind and spars used for fending 
off are required to be equipped with rat shields or guards approved 
by the health officer of the city. 

Gangplanks, staging, or other structures intended for loading or 
unloading and by which rats might pass between the wharves and 
vessels must not be left down except during the actual time loading 
or unloading is in progress, and at these times at each gangplank or 
staging there must be a guard to watch for rats and prevent their 
going either to or from the vessel. Gangplanks and staging are not 
to be left down after sunset, provided that when it is necessary to 
load or unload at night, in addition to the guards for each gangplank 
or staging, proper and sufficient lights must be furnished, so that the 
guards on duty can effectively keep rats from passing. Gangplanks 
and staging used in this way at night are required to be whitened for a 
space of 10 feet. 

Crated cargo or empty barrels or boxes are hot allowed to be loaded 
or unloaded until after they shall have been inspected and ascertained 
to be free from rats. 
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BAT PROOFING OF BUILDINGS. 



The third ordinance provides that from and after its promulgation 
every building, outhouse, and other superstructure now erected or 
hereafter to be erected in the c*ity of New Orleans shall be rat proofed 
in the manner provided in the ensuing sections. The manner in 
which various types of buildings shall be made rat proof is given in 
detail. 

GARBAGE. 

One ordinance requires that the owner, agent, and occupant of 
premises, improved or unimproved, in the city of New Orleans shall 
provide a metal water-tight container, or containers, with tight- 
fitting covers of a size to be easily handled and in number sufficient 
to receive the garbage accumulations of 48 hours from such premises. 
The ordinance is so worded that it covers all garbage or other similar 
material which might serve as food for rats. Provision is made for 
the collection of the garbage daily in part of the city and every other 
day in the remainder. The object of the ordinance is to keep the 
garbage from serving as food for rats. All garbage must be kept 
in garbage containers as described in the ordinance. 



TUBERCULOSIS. 

ITS CONTROL IN MINNESOTA. 

The Minnesota State Board of Health at a recent meeting adopted 
the following resolution in regard to the control of tuberculosis : 

Whereas tuberculosis is now recognized as a communicable disease: Therefore be it 
Resolved, That a case of open tuberculosis must be isolated either in a sanatorium or 

at home. 
Resolved, That all early cases shall be so cared for as to prevent the disease reaching 

a stage that will become dangerous to others, if possible. 

These regulations having been promulgated under authority of 
Minnesota Revised Laws of 1905, section 2131, have the force of law. 

To enforce regulations of this kind it is apparent that the State 
board of health must have some means of knowing of the occurrence 
of all recognized cases of the disease. This is provided for by a 
law enacted April 23, 1913, and regulations promulgated November 
19, 1913, requiring the reporting of all cases of tuberculosis. (See 
Public Health Reports, July 11, 1913, p. 1465, and Apr. 24, 1914, 
p. 1045.) The enforcement of these requirements will give the 
State department of health the necessary information in regard to 
the occurrence of cases and will make it possible to enforce the 
regulations regarding the isolation of open cases and the proper 
treatment of early ores. 



